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To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

The Humble Petition of Henry T. V,-renfordsley, of 59, Tipper Mount-street, 
in tile city of Dublin, 

Showethj 

I SUBMITTED a Scheme to Jlr. Gladstone, who was then ChanceUor of the 
ttxchequer, by which 1 stated : 

That the Incumbered Estates Court in Ireland was capable of sup- 
porting Itself. ^ ^ 

That if my plan was adojited 14.000/. u-year would lie saved to the 
^ Court might be made a permanent establishment. 

• “ That a per-centage, or poundage, should be deducted from the purchase 
money realised by the sale of all estates sold with the ad’^-antao-e of a 
Parliamentary Title. 

•• That the country then paid i.j.000/. a-yearfrom which payment it 
would be relieved, if my scheme was adopted.” 

Mr. Gladstone acknowledged the receipt of mv suggestion for making* the 
Court “ self-supporting.” ' ® 

My paper was afterwards printed, and sent to all the leading men of the day. 

The ‘"Times ” in referring to the sochtl revolution iu Ireland, thus noticed mv 
suggestion : ^ 

“The following interesting facts are embodied iu a letter recentlv 
addressed to the Chancellor of the Exchequer by a person perfectly conver- 
sant with the subject upon which he treats, namely, the working of the 
Incumbered Estates Court, from its commencement up to the present 
period. ^ 

“ It has been proposed to make this Court self-supporting, by charging a 
small court fee, or per-centage, upon the money pas.sing thi’ouMi the 
Court, and which of course, from the enormous sum received, would be 
scarcely perceptible.” 

Sir Jolm Romilly wrote : — 

“ That he had received a copy of my letter to Mr. Gladstone relative to 
the making of the Incumbered Estates Court self-supporting. 

“ That the subject was one in which be took great interest, both as 
regarded Ireland and the applicability of the system to England.’ ’ 
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My scheme was afterwards discussed in the English papers, and received 
attention and support from all the leading journals in Ireland of every class of 
opinion. 

I collected and published the opinions of the Press, and urged the matter 
upon the attention of Govemtaent. 

It was proposed to introduce a Bill to facilitate the sale and transfer of land» 
and I published and distributed a further paper in aid of my scheme. 

By fetter tif this date Mr. Gladstone returned me the paper which I sub- 
mitted to him in 1854, with permission to make use of the correspondence. 

On referring to the paper 1 find the following memorandum : — 

“ 6th May, 1854. Mr. H. T. Wrenfordsley. Suggests that the Incum- 
bered Estates Commission should be made self-supporting, which would 
save about 14,000/. per annum.” 

Mr. Whiteside (the present Attorney General for Ireland) wrote me the 
following letter : 

“ I am aware that you are entitled to the credit of the suggestion of 
deducting a poundage from the purchase-money of estates in the 
Incumbered Estates Court, and T will, if opportunity offers, say so.” 

The “ Daily Express,” when referring to Mr. J. D. Fitzgerald, m.p., (the late 
Attorney Genei-al for Ireland) stated : 

But the w'omt part of the business for the Attorney General is, that a 
part of his scheme on which he laid the greatest stress, and which met with 
the greatest commendation from the House, and the press, turns out to 
be a simple, unacknowledged plagiarism.” 

“ It turns out that tbe plan was proposed to Mr. Gladstone, when Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, by Mr. Henry WTcnfordsley, in 1854.” 

“ Most certainly the Attorney General (Mr. J. D. Fitzgerald) haslosthis 
temper in consequence.” 

The “ Dublin Evening Mail,” when alluding to the Bill for the Sale and 
Transfer of Land, then before Parliament, stated : 

'‘The present Attorney General, (Mr. J. -D. Fitzgerald.) with much pomp 
and parade, claimed for a long time credit for a plan, by which he pro- 
posed to save 14,000 /. a- year to the country.” 

“ Suffice it that the. Attorney General piqued himself not a little on the 
originality of the suggestion.” 

Mr. HeniT AVrenfordsley, the gentleman to whom w’e allude, has re- 
published his letter to Mr. Gladstone, together with extracts ft’om the 
observations of the Press at the time upon his letter.” 

I brought the subject before the consideration of the Dublin Statistical 
Society by a paper which I read — 

Gn the system of deducting a per-centage from the purchase money of 
Estates sold with a Parliamentary Title.” 

I subsequently republished and distributed this paper. 

In the Report of this Society for 1858, reference is made to the “ many able 
ppers and discussions that preceded the establishment of tlie Landed Estates 
Court m Ireland,” and it proceeds to say : — 

"We cannot but claim for these some, and perhaps no inconsiderable 
^ vv enlightened the public reason, and fortified 

lae public mil, m its •determination to place this valuable tribunal on 
Its present pecmai^nt footing.” 

It is right to say that tny paper was tbe only one read before the Society 
With reference to the per-centage system. 

The 
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of May 



THE LORDS COMMISSIOXERS OP THE TREASURY. 3 

Tlie Lauded Estates Bill was introduced, and inv scheme was then fully 
adopted by Lord Derb}*s Government. ^ 

Mr. Uhiteside (the Attorney Gen tM for Ireland), when introducing his 
measure, said in his statement : — ° 

■■ They had receired a geuer.il hint from the Chancellor of the Exche- 
qiier that they ouzht to economise in Ireland.’' 

“ He had then to apply himself to the financial part of this plan ” 

Iney proposed that a moderate poundage should he leried on the sale 
ot till estates. 

“ That would give about 16,000 1. a year. " 

PiR dmvn the expenses of the Court at 

1 OjOOO /. a year. 

ti.' expenses of the Court, it was proposed that 

the ofheers should be paid by means of a poundage levied on tbe sale of 
bucii estates. 

“ That the proposition, if agreed to, would, they hoped, have the effect 
ot lemOTing this large vote from the Estimates of the year " 

■■ That such a Court should be. permanentlv established in Ireland under 
such circumstances at the expense of the Consolidated Fund, was a pro- 
position which he confessed he had not the courage to make.” 

In the course of the debate, Mr. De Cere said 

“ He merely wished to point out as to the financial part of the scheme 
that It was proposed to make the Court self-supporting, bv a pei-centage 
on the sale made under the Court.” s. . p 

Mr. William Monsell said — 

did not express to the Attorney-General for 
him H sratitiide which the country owed 

nim foi the, introduction of that a.imirabie measure.” ^ 

Mr. Whiteside said — 

That the right hou. and leamtd gentleman opposite (Mr. J D Fitz- 
gmrald) seemed to thM; that the propo.?al which he (Mr. IVhifesidej had 
just feubmitbed to the House was his thunder. ” 

He trusted that the Court, under the new Bill, would be self- 
supporting. 

Of”l8,00of 

“ That whatever might be the defects of the scheme then laid before 
the House, the Government were entirely answerable for them ; and if 
be theirs should be any merit in the plan, that merit would 

That your Petitioner is a solicitor of 1 1 years’ standing in Ireland, and is 
oho’ I’WS that having regard to the imp,ortance of the 

above scheme, by which so large a sum has been removed Irom the Estimates of 
the 3 ear, vip„ 16,000 he may receive such a recognitiou on the iiart of 
Her Majesty s Government as to your Lordships may seem suitable and proper, 
aiicl the merits of the case require. ^ ^ 



15 June 1859. 

Address in London, Cavendish Club. 



(signed) II. T. Wnnforildey. 
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